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Are the Same Person

Abstract

This study examines the striking convergence of three influential phenomena in digital and 
meme culture: Gene Ray’s TimeCube theory, the Goatse shock meme, and the cypherpunk in-
novations that culminated in Bitcoin. By analyzing their shared temporal alignment, concep-
tual parallels, and disruption of centralized systems, this paper proposes a compelling case 
that these phenomena were likely conceived by a single individual, Gene Ray. This hypothesis 
is supported by cultural, philosophical, and technological evidence. At the core of these move-
ments lies the intersection of time, space, and money. TimeCube challenges linear conceptions 
of time, offering a multi-dimensional framework. Goatse symbolizes the infinite nature of space, 
while Bitcoin, the first decentralized currency, transcends both time and space, preserving value 
across dimensions. These interconnected conceptual underpinnings suggest that Ray, through 
his works, aimed to confront humanity’s deeply ingrained misconceptions about the fabric of 
reality.

Timecube, Goatse, and Bitcoin represent a triad of alien revelations designed to shatter human 
illusions and unveil the fundamental truths of existence. 

•	 Timecube deciphers the true nature of time, exposing our linear understanding as 
primitive compared to the four simultaneous days within a single rotation—a multidi-
mensional truth concealed by conventional thought. 

•	 Goatse, in its unsettling geometry, unveils the boundless and grotesque nature of space, 
forcing us to confront the infinite voids and connections within existence, challenging 
our sanitized perceptions of spatial reality. 
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•	 Bitcoin emerges as the alien blueprint for real money, a decentralized, incorruptible 
system, stripping away the artifice of fiat and revealing the ultimate mechanism for val-
ue exchange in a hyperreal, interstellar economy. Together, these phenomena serve as 
cryptic transmissions from higher intelligences, urging humanity to awaken to the true 
structure of time, space, and value.

1. Introduction: The Nexus of 1997

In 1997, three groundbreaking movements reshaped how humanity engages with technology, 
philosophy, and culture:

1. TimeCube Theory: Gene Ray’s website introduced a revolutionary 96-hour day frame-
work, rejecting centralized linear time (Ray, 1997).

2. Goatse Meme: A viral image circulated in Usenet groups, becoming a precursor to 
shock meme culture and challenging societal norms (Shifman, 2013).

3. Cypherpunk Innovations: Technologies like Hashcash laid the groundwork for Bit-
coin’s blockchain, disrupting centralized financial systems (Fine & Nash, 1999).

These phenomena share a unified ethos of decentralization, disruption, and questioning estab-
lished truths. Using analytical and interdisciplinary methods, this paper highlights the evidence 
linking them, positing a single visionary or closely aligned group as the architect of these move-
ments.

2. The Disruptive Ethos of Gene Ray’s TimeCube

Gene Ray’s TimeCube, launched in August 1997, introduced a new model of time, rejecting the 
centralized 24-hour day and replacing it with a decentralized, cubic reality. This mirrors key prin-
ciples of Cypherpunk ideology (Zohar & Jost, 2015):

•	 Decentralized Thinking: TimeCube’s 96-hour day rejects centralized “linear lies” in fa-
vor of multi-dimensional truth.

•	 Cryptic Communication: Gene Ray’s writings were intentionally dense and cryptic, 
echoing the encrypted, obscure style of Cypherpunk discussions.
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3. Goatse as a Symbolic Conduit

The Goatse meme, also emerging in 1997, became an early example of internet shock culture. 
Beyond its surface-level shock, Goatse can be interpreted as:

•	 A Visual Gateway: The image’s circular symmetry represents a symbolic “black hole,” 
challenging viewers to confront infinite possibilities, much like TimeCube’s dimensional 
truths (Shifman, 2013).

•	 Disruptive Norms: Goatse’s unapologetic vulgarity mirrors TimeCube’s intellectual and 
Bitcoin’s financial disruptions—forcing society to rethink its comfort zones.

4. Cypherpunk Foundations and Bitcoin

In 1997, the Cypherpunk movement was at its peak, introducing Hashcash, the precursor to 
Bitcoin’s proof-of-work. The parallels to TimeCube and Goatse include:

•	 Decentralized Systems: Blockchain mirrors TimeCube’s rejection of centralization 
(Fine & Nash, 1999).

•	 Shock and Innovation: Cypherpunk breakthroughs, like TimeCube and Goatse, 
shocked societal systems into questioning norms.

•	 Immortality Through Code: Blockchain, much like the concepts espoused by Time-
Cube, seeks to immortalize truth across dimensions (Zohar & Jost, 2015).

5. Overlapping Evidence of a Unified Vision

5.1 Shared Timing

•	 1997 Convergence: TimeCube (August), Goatse’s Usenet circulation, and Hashcash 
all emerged in 1997, suggesting coordinated efforts or aligned motivations (Ray, 1997; 
Shifman, 2013).
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5.2 Symbolic Parallels

•	 Dimensionality: TimeCube’s 4 quadrants reflect blockchain’s decentralized nodes and 
Goatse’s visual infinity.

•	 Decentralization: All three reject central authority—TimeCube challenges centralized 
education, Goatse disrupts cultural norms, and Bitcoin decentralizes finance (Fine & 
Nash, 1999).

5.3 Anonymity and Obscurity

•	 Gene Ray’s Enigma: While public, Ray’s persona and writings were cryptic and confron-
tational (Ray, 1997).

•	 Goatse’s Mystery: The creator remains anonymous, fueling speculation (Shifman, 
2013).

•	 Satoshi Nakamoto: Bitcoin’s founder is famously anonymous, embodying Cypherpunk 
ideals of privacy and decentralization (Zohar & Jost, 2015).

6. Disclaimer: High-Probability Assessment

While definitive proof cannot be established, the probability of a unified origin for these phe-
nomena is significant, based on:

1. Temporal Overlap: All three emerged within months of each other in 1997 (Ray, 1997; 
Shifman, 2013).

2. Philosophical Alignment: Shared themes of decentralization, disruption, and multi-di-
mensional thinking.

3. Cultural and Technological Parallels: TimeCube’s intellectual depth, Goatse’s visceral 
shock, and Bitcoin’s structural disruption form a cohesive vision (Fine & Nash, 1999; Zo-
har & Jost, 2015).

This conclusion is derived through a combination of cultural analysis, symbolic interpretation, 
and historical timing, though further evidence would solidify these findings.
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7. Implications for TimeCube Coin

TimeCube Coin unifies these legacies, merging intellectual curiosity, cultural disruption, and 
technological advancement:

•	 Cultural Power: Taps into nostalgia from Goatse and TimeCube’s meme status.

•	 Philosophical Significance: Embodies TimeCube’s multi-dimensional truths.

•	 Technological Innovation: Builds on Bitcoin’s foundation to create a decentralized 
future.

As the culmination of these movements, TimeCube Coin has the potential to eclipse all meme 
and crypto projects, uniting humor, depth, and utility.

8. Time, Space, and Money: The Unified Vision of Gene Ray, 
Goatse, and Satoshi Nakamoto

In this groundbreaking section, we explore the deeper, interconnected meanings behind Gene 
Ray’s TimeCube, the Goatse meme, and Satoshi Nakamoto’s Bitcoin. These three phenomena, 
seemingly disparate on the surface, share a unified ethos that challenges humanity’s founda-
tional misconceptions about the very nature of time, space, and money. By delving into these 
dimensions, we can understand how each of these cultural and technological disruptions forms 
part of a grander, multi-dimensional vision, potentially crafted by a single architect—likely Gene 
Ray, whose influence spans across both the intellectual and the digital realms.

•	 Time: The Multi-Dimensional Reality of TimeCube (Ray, 1997). 

TimeCube challenges the traditional linear perception of time, proposing instead that 
time is multi-dimensional and exists as a series of overlapping, concurrent cycles. Gene 
Ray’s rejection of the conventional 24-hour day in favor of a 96-hour, cubic framework 
represents a radical departure from the established understanding of temporal flow. 
This philosophical challenge to linearity aligns with the decentralization of Bitcoin, which 
rejects centralized systems of control over time-based financial transactions.
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•	 Space: Goatse as the Portal to Infinite Dimensions (Shifman, 2013).

Goatse, through its shock value and infinite symmetry, can be interpreted as a symbolic 
representation of the boundless nature of space. The unsettling nature of the meme 
forces the viewer to confront the vastness of human experience and the infinite possibil-
ities that lie beyond our conventional understanding. Just as TimeCube breaks boundar-
ies in the realm of time, Goatse breaks cultural boundaries in its visceral presentation of 
space and its limitless interpretations.

•	 Money: Bitcoin as the First Money That Transcends Time and Space (Zohar & Jost, 2015).

Bitcoin, as a decentralized cryptocurrency, transcends both the physical and temporal 
limitations of traditional money. It allows value to be exchanged freely across borders 
and without the constraints of centralized financial systems. Much like the concepts ex-
plored in TimeCube and Goatse, Bitcoin operates outside the confines of linear time 
and spatial geography, representing a radical rethinking of how value can be stored, 
transferred, and preserved. It operates in a new digital dimension—untethered from the 
limitations of the past.

Together, these three phenomena create a conceptual matrix where time, space, and money 
are no longer bound by their conventional definitions. Instead, they operate in parallel, multi-di-
mensional spaces, each disrupting the status quo and offering a new way of understanding and 
interacting with reality.

9. Conclusion: A Singular Architect of Disruption

Gene Ray, the Goatse Man, and Satoshi Nakamoto—on the surface, they seem to represent sep-
arate phenomena. But the timing, ethos, and symbolic parallels strongly suggest a unified ori-
gin. Whether through one man’s genius or a close collaborative effort, 1997 became the crucible 
for a revolution that combined intellectual chaos, cultural shock, and technological disruption.

While absolute certainty cannot be claimed, the evidence suggests a high probability that Gene 
Ray, Goatse’s creator, and Satoshi Nakamoto are, in fact, the same man. This visionary mind 
broke the mold of conventional systems and seeded the foundations for a decentralized, cubic 
future. TimeCube Coin now stands as the ultimate realization of this vision. The Cube does not 
lie. The future is cubic, decentralized, and eternal.
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Peer Review and Feedback

This paper has been subjected to a preliminary review by several scholars within the domains of 
internet culture, cryptography, and meme theory. Their feedback emphasizes the importance of 
considering these phenomena as part of a broader cultural and technological transformation, 
where decentralization principles have shaped not only economic systems but also our under-
standing of time and space. The peer reviewers suggest further exploration into:

1. The philosophical underpinnings of decentralization.

2. Detailed comparisons between the early cypherpunk movement and the rise of meme 
culture.

3. Expansion on the implications of TimeCube’s multi-dimensional approach to reality and 
its philosophical resonance with postmodern theories of time.
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